Our Society Looks Ahead s a part of its long-range planning activities, the IEEE Industry Applications Society (IAS) conducted a one-day strategy workshop in March 2018. The objective was to develop strategies and plans to steer the Society for the next five years. Participants discussed key topics identified by IAS leadership, including a review of the Society's vision and mission, a rethinking of its business model, a detailed discussion regarding issues that emerged during the seminar's exercises, and an indepth look at key topics around leadership and communications. Those ideas that gained traction and energy during the workshop will be taken into consideration for IAS's short-and long-term plans as it continues to focus on the future.
We had a similar strategy session in 2013, for which the main theme was the globalization and youth focus of the Society. In the last five years, we have made significant advances in our focus areas. During the 2018 workshop as well, the themes of globalization and youth emerged again as important, recurring concepts, so we are committed to further advancing in those directions. In addition, two new themes emerged from the discussions: bridge building and humanitarian activities. Thus, the recommendation for the IAS is to continue to move forward with globalization and youth themes while also committing to building bridges and engaging in humanitarian purposes.
There were many discussions about the intersections among academia, industry, and nongovernmental organizations and specific reference to the role the IAS can play in advancing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. We can take the lead in building bridges between these various entities. We believe these new themes are complementary, as well as systemically related, to the original themes from 2013. The theme of building bridges goes beyond industry and academia; it is between researchers and practitioners, young and veteran members, geographic boundaries, other IEEE and non-IEEE Societies, graduating Student Members and industry, and so on.
In the case of humanitarian activities, the general conclusion was that the IAS with its diverse and talented membership can have more impact by using "technology for the benefit of humanity." We are already involved in several initiatives that support the humanitarian theme, and our electrical safety and smart village projects are good examples. The recommendation was to be more aggressive in these and other similar areas. Participants were asked to review the IAS's current vision and mission statements. There was general agreement that both should be reinstated to be more reflective of the IAS as it currently stands and more indicative of where it wants to go. The recommendation was to develop more concise statements for better clarity; add missing elements, including an international focus; and, regarding themes, add explicit reference to the IAS's intention to bridge gaps between the previously mentioned groups. The IAS board will consider this advice and propose modified mission and vision statements.
The group also discussed, in detail, value propositions for the IAS, Congratulations to the following IAS members who were recently elevated to IEEE Senior Members.
